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Pursuant to 37 CFR §§1.56 and 1.97(b), Applicants bring to the attention of the 
Examiner the documents listed on the attached substitute Form PTO-1449A and Form 
PTO-1449B. This Information Disclosure Statement is being filed more than three months 
after the filing date of the above referenced application but, to the undersigned's knowledge, 
before the mailing date of a first Office Action on the merits for the above-referenced 
application. 
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Applicants respectfully request that the Examiner consider the listed documents and 
evidence that consideration by making appropriate notations on the attached form. 

Copies of some of the listed U.S. Patents and published U.S. Applications were 
previously submitted in a prior application, Serial No. 09/970,720, upon which Applicants 
rely for the benefits provided in 35 U.S.C. §120 and are therefore not attached. Copies of the 
remaining U.S. Patents and published U.S. Applications listed are submitted herewith along 
with substitute Form PTO-1449A. 

A copy of each listed foreign patent document and non-patent literature is attached. 
Applicants respectfully request that the Examiner consider the listed documents and evidence 
that consideration by making appropriate notations on the attached form. 

An English translation of one of the non-English documents is enclosed. The following 
is a concise statement of relevance of the remaining non-English language documents. 



1. German Patent No. 29 46 561 discloses a vehicle imaging device. Applicants 
submit that this statement is based on the drawing figures of this document and 
is not based on any other portion of the document. The undersigned does not 
read German and makes no representations with respect to the pertinence of the 
remainder of this document. 

2. Japanese Patent Document No. 59-199347 discloses a wiper controller for a 
vehicle. Applicants submit that this statement is based on the description in the 
English abstract of this document and is not based on any other portion of the 
document. A copy of the English abstract is enclosed and is separately cited. 
The undersigned does not read Japanese and makes no representations with 
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respect to the accuracy of the English abstract or the pertinence of the 
remainder of this document. 

This submission does not represent that a search has been made or that no better art 
exists and does not constitute an admission that each or all of the listed documents are material 
or constitute "prior art." If it should be determined that any of the listed documents do not 
constitute "prior art" under United States law, Applicants reserve the right to present to the 
Office the relevant facts and law regarding the appropriate status of such documents. 

Applicants further reserve the right to take appropriate action to establish the 
patentability of the disclosed invention over the listed documents, should one or more of the 
documents be applied against the claims of the present application. 

If there is any fee due in connection with the filing of this Statement, please charge the 
fee to our Deposit Account No. 16-2463. 
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USPTO to process) an application. Confidentiality is governed by 35 U.S.C. 122 and 37 CFR 1.14. This collection is estimated to take 2 hours to complete, 
including gathering, preparing, and submitting the completed application form to the USPTO. Time will vary depending upon the individual case. Any comments 
on the amount of time you require to complete this form and/or suggestions for reducing this burden, should be sent to the Chief Information Officer, U.S. Patent 
and Trademark Office, U.S. Department of Commerce, P.O. Box 1450, Alexandria. VA 22313-1450. DO NOT SEND FEES OR COMPLETED FORMS TO THIS 
ADDRESS. SEND TO: Commissioner for Patents, P.O. Box 1450, Alexandria, VA 22313-1450. 
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